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On Philology Jan M. Ziolkowski 1990 As the Byzantinist Ihor & ev&_enko once
observed, &"Philology is constituting and interpreting the texts that have come
down to us. It is a narrow thing, but without it nothing else is possible.&" This
definition accords with Saussure's succinct description of the mission of
philology: &"especially to correct, interpret, and comment upon the texts.&"
Philology is not just a grand etymological or lexicographical enterprise. It also
involves restoring to works as much of their original life and nuances as we can
manage. To read the written records of bygone civilizations correctly requires
knowledge of cultural history in a broad sense: of folklore, legends, laws, and
customs. Philology also encompasses the forms in which texts express their
messages, and thus it includes stylistics, metrics, and similar studies. On
Philology brings together the papers delivered at a 1988 conference at Harvard
University's Center for Literary and Cultural Studies. The topic &"What is
Philology?&" drew an interdisciplinary audience whose main fields of research ran
the gamut from ancient Indo-European languages to African-American literature,
signaling a certain sense of urgency about a seemingly narrow subject. These
papers reveal that the role of philology is more important than ever. At a time
when literature in printed form has taken a back seat to television, film, and
music, it is crucial that scholars be able to articulate why students and
colleagues should care about the books with which they work. Just as
knowledge will be lost if philological standards decline, so too will fields of
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study die if their representatives cannot find meaning for today's readers. On
Philology will be of interest not only to students of philology but also to
anyone working in the fields of hermeneutics, literature, and communication.
Pogroms John Klier 1992-02-28 Distinguished scholars of Russian Jewish
history reflect on the pogroms in Tsarist and revolutionary Russia.
Anti-Jewish Violence Jonathan Dekel-Chen 2010-11-26 Although overshadowed
in historical memory by the Holocaust, the anti-Jewish pogroms of the late 19th
and early 20th centuries were at the time unrivaled episodes of ethnic violence.
Incorporating newly available primary sources, this collection of
groundbreaking essays by researchers from Europe, the United States, and Israel
investigates the phenomenon of anti-Jewish violence, the local and transnational
responses to pogroms, and instances where violence was averted. Focusing on the
period from World War I through Russia's early revolutionary years, the
studies include Poland, Ukraine, Belorussia, Lithuania, Crimea, and Siberia.
Islam in Europe Aziz Al-Azmeh 2007-11-15 Events over recent years have
increased the global interest in Islam. This volume seeks to combat
generalisations about the Muslim presence in Europe by illuminating its diversity
across Europe and offering a more realistic, highly differentiated picture. It
contends with the monist concept of identity that suggests Islam is the shared
and main definition of Muslims living in Europe. The contributors also explore the
influence of the European Union on the Muslim communities within its borders, and
examine how the EU is in turn affected by the Muslim presence in Europe. This book
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comes at a critical moment in the evolution of the place of Islam within Europe
and will appeal to scholars, students and practitioners in the fields of European
studies, politics and policies of the European Union, sociology, sociology of
religion, and international relations. It also addresses the wider framework of
uncertainties and unease about religion in Europe.
The Lesser of Two Evils Dov Levin 1995 The book's title, The Lesser of Two
Evils, describes the dilemma and ultimate fate of the two million Eastern
European Jews following the infamous Ribbentrop-Molotov pact of August,
1939, which divided the regions of eastern Poland, the Baltics, and, eastern
Romania between Nazi Germany and the U.S.S.R. Because of the imminent
geographical and political changes, the Jews in these areas had to calculate
who was the "lesser of two evils" - the Soviets or the Nazis. The book,
originally published in Hebrew, is the culmination of 30 years of research by
noted historian Dov Levin. It is the only study that deals comprehensively with
the economic, social, religious, cultural, and political consequences of this
overlooked episode in modern history. In order to obtain an authentic account,
the author interviewed hundreds of witnesses and consulted thousands of
original documents in 13 languages. The book also portrays the everyday life of
the Jewish communities at that time. The events that occurred during this
significant period in Jewish history led directly to the destruction of the Jewish
populations of these regions in the Holocaust.
Sound & Symbol in Chinese Bernhard Karlgren 1946
How Words Mean Vyvyan Evans 2009-09-10 In this book, Vyvyan Evans
builds a framework for the understanding and analysis of meaning that is at once
descriptively adequate and psychologically plausible. In so doing he also
addresses current issues in lexical semantics and semantic compositionality,
polysemy, figurative language, and the semantics of time and space.
Shared History, Divided Memory Elazar Barkan 2007
Maps and History Jeremy Black 2000-01-01 Explores the role, development, and
nature of the atlas and discusses its impact on the presentation of the past.
Reading in Russia Damiano Rebecchini 2016-08-12 “Reader, where are you?”,
wondered, in the mid-1880s, Mikhail Saltykov-Shchedrin, one of the Russian
writers that paid the most attention to the readership of his time. SaltykovShchedrin’s call did not go unanswered. Over the past two centuries, various
disciplines – from the social sciences to psychology, literary criticism, semiotics,
historiography and bibliography – alternately tried to outline the specific
features of the Russian reader and investigate his function in the history of
Russian literary civilization. The essays collected in this volume follow in the
tradition but, at the same time, present new challenges to the development of the
discipline. The contributors, coming from various countries and different
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cultures (Russia, the US, Italy, France, Britain), discuss the subject of reading in
Russia – from the age of Catherine II to the Soviet regime – from various
perspectives: from aesthetics to reception, from the analysis of individual or
collective practices, to the exploration of the social function of reading, to
the spread and evolution of editorial formats. The contributions in this volume
return a rich and articulated portrait of a culture made of great readers.
Russian Modernity D. Hoffmann 2000-07-05 Russian Modernity places Imperial
and Soviet Russia in a European context. Russia shared in a larger European
modernity marked by increased overlap and sometimes merger of realms that had
previously been treated as discrete entities: the social and the political, state
and society, government and economy, and private and public. These were
attributes of Soviet dictatorship, but their origins can be located in a larger
European context and in the emergence of modern forms of government in Imperial
Russia.
The Cinema of Sergei Parajanov James Steffen 2013-10-31 "The Cinema of Sergei
Parajanov is the first English-language book on the director's films and the most
comprehensive study of his work. James Steffen provides a detailed overview of
Parajanov's artistic career: his identity as an Armenian in Georgia and its impact
on his aesthetics; his early challenging 1969 masterpiece, The Color of
Pomegranates, which was reedited against his wishes; his unrealized projects in
the 1970s; and his eventual return to international prominence in the mid-to-late
1980s with The Legend of the Surami Fortress and Ashik-Kerib. Steffen also
provides a rare, behind-the-scenes view of the Soviet film censorship process and
tells the dramatic story of Parajanov's conflicts with the authorities,
culminating in his 1973-77 arrest and imprisonment on charges related to
homosexuality. Ultimately, the figure of Parajanov offers a fascinating case
study in the complicated dynamics of power, nationality, politics, ethnicity,
sexuality, and culture in the republics of the former Soviet Union." -- Back
cover.
California Vieja Phoebe S. Kropp 2008-08-19 "This is a rich and learned volume
that has a story to tell to those seeking to understand contemporary
Southern California."—David Johnson, managing editor of the Pacific Historical
Review "Engagingly written and well researched, California Vieja is an intriguing,
persuasive examination of the politics of memory and the built environment in
southern California."—Vicki Ruiz, author of From Out of the Shadows: Mexican
Women in Twentieth-Century America
Designing for Virtual Communities in the Service of Learning Sasha Barab, PH D
2004-03-29 Publisher Description
Critically Modern Bruce M. Knauft 2002 "Critically Modern makes a critical
intervention in one of the great debates of the moment. It offers a variety of rich
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and fascinating empirical analyses of 'modern' phenomena from diverse societies,
and contributes a powerful (and largely missing) voice to the growing
literature on globalization and modernity outside anthropology." —Charles
Piot "In these essays theory and ethnography are presented in ways that make
them mutually enriching. The volume should appeal to scholars across the entire
range of disciplines that deal with modernity and/or globalization." —Edward
LiPuma Are there multiple ways of being "modern" in the world today? How do
people in various parts of the world become modern in their own distinct ways?
Does the current focus on modernity in the social sciences resurrect a series of
dichotomies ("traditional" and "modern," "the West" and "the Rest," "developed"
and "undeveloped") that social theorists have sought to move beyond in recent
years? Or do inflections of modernity capture key features of ideology and
influence in the contemporary world? Combining rich ethnographic analysis with
incisive theoretical critiques, this timely volume is certain to make an important
mark in anthropology and in all related fields in which modernity is a central
problematic. Contributors: Donald L. Donham, Robert J. Foster, Jonathan
Friedman, Ivan Karp, John D. Kelly, Bruce M. Knauft, Lisa B. Rofel, Debra A.
Spitulnik, Michel-Rolph Trouillot, and Holly Wardlow.
Perspectives on Aspect and Aktionsart Carl Vetters 1990
Underdeveloped Areas Within the Common Market Sergio Barzanti 2015-12-08
The serious threat of the underdeveloped areas of the Common Market,
particularly southern Italy and certain regions of France, to European unity is
considered and constructive means to alleviate this danger are presented. A
careful analysis is made of the regional economies of the underdeveloped areas. In
each case the forms of cooperation developing between these governments and the
institutions of the European Economic Community are drawn, and an assessment
is made of the jeopardy to the areas if proper action is not taken. Originally
published in 1965. The Princeton Legacy Library uses the latest print-on-demand
technology to again make available previously out-of-print books from the
distinguished backlist of Princeton University Press. These editions preserve the
original texts of these important books while presenting them in durable
paperback and hardcover editions. The goal of the Princeton Legacy Library is to
vastly increase access to the rich scholarly heritage found in the thousands of
books published by Princeton University Press since its founding in 1905.
Metallurgy of Rare Metals A. N. Zelikman 2018-08-26 Rare metals play an
important role in the development of major branches of industry, such as vacuum
equipment, semiconductor electronics, nuclear power and rocket production, as
well as in the production of special steels and hard, refractory and corrosionresistant alloys. Rapid development and improvement in the production of rare
metals took place in the ten years which have elapsed since the publication of the
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first edition of this book. These ten years have witnessed the beginning of largescale production of titanium, zirconium, and germanium, and a significant increase
in the production volume; new, improved methods for the separation and
purification of metals and compounds (ion-exchange, extraction, crystallization
methods) as well as arc and electron-beam melting processes for metals were
developed. This made it necessary to rewrite most of this book. In view of the
growing importance of the lanthanides and rhenium, chapters on these metals were
also included. At the same time, we decided to dispense with the chapters on lead
and antimony, since these are not usually listed as rare metals. In describing the
metallurgy of each metal, much attention was paid to its physicochemical
nature and to the practical operations involved in the main technological
processes for the production of its chemical compounds and of the pure metal.
This book is a textbook for students specializing in the metallurgy of the rare
metals. It is assumed that the student is familiar with the physicochemical
fundamentals .of metallurgy, ore dressing, metallurgical furnaces, and processes
and apparatus used in extractive metallurgy. The description of standard
equipment (leaching apparatus, thickeners, filters, comminution installations,
etc.) has accordingly been omitted. The references are grouped together at the end
of the book.
RNA-Protein Interactions : A Practical Approach Christopher W.J. Smith
1998-07-09 RNA-protein interactions play a fundamental role in gene
expression and protein synthesis. Recent research into the role of RNA in cells
has elucidated many more vital interactions with proteins. This book provides an
up-to-date and comprehensive guide to a wide range of laboratory procedures to
investigate the interactions between RNA and proteins. - ;RNA-protein
interactions play a vital role in gene transcription and protein expression.
Interactions such as the synthesis of mRNA by RNA polymerases, to the essential
modification of RNA by the proteins of the spliceosome complex, and the highly
catalytic action of the ribosome in protein synthesis, are established as being
fundamental to the function of RNA. Recent research into, for example, the role
of RNA as a catalyst, has elucidated many more interactions with proteins that
are vital to cell function. RNA - Protein Interactions: A Practical Approach
provides a clear and comprehensive guide to the experimental procedures used in
studying RNA - protein interactions. The approaches covered range from those
initially used to detect a novel RNA-protein interaction, various biochemical
and genetic approaches to purifying and cloning RNA binding proteins, through to
methods for an in depth analysis of the structural basis of the interaction. The
volume includes a number of procedures that have not previously been covered in
this type of manual. These include the production of site-specifically modified
RNAs by enzymatic and chemical methods and in vivo screening for novel RNA 3/7
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protein interactions in yeast and E. coli . This is the first volume to gather in one
place this wide array of approaches for studying RNA - protein interactions. As
is customary for the Practical Approach series, the writing is characterized by a
clear explanatory style with many detailed protocols. This informative book
will be a valuable aid to laboratory workers in biochemistry and molecular
biology - graduate students, postdoctoral and senior scientists - whose
research encompasses this field. Language, Cognition and Space Vyvyan Evans 2010 Spatial perception and
cognition is fundamental to human abilities to navigate through space, identify
and locate objects, and track entities in motion. Moreover, research findings in
the last couple of decades reveal that many of the mechanisms humans employ to
achieve this are largely innate, providing abilities to store cognitive maps for
locating themselves and others, locations, directions and routes. In this, humans
are like many other species. However, unlike other species, humans can employ
language in order to represent space. The human linguistic ability combined with
the human ability for spatial representation apparently results in rich, creative
and sometimes surprising extensions of representations for three-dimensional
physical space. The present volume brings together over 20 articles from leading
scholars who investigate the relationship between spatial cognition and spatial
language. The volume is fully representative of the state of the art in terms of
language and space research, and points to new directions in terms of findings,
theory, and practice.
Ural-Altaic Studies A. V. Dybo 2012-03-20
The Wealth of Information Tom Stonier 1983
It Wasn't About Slavery Samuel W. Mitcham 2020-01-14 The Great Lie of the
Civil War If you think the Civil War was fought to end slavery, you’ve been
duped. In fact, as distinguished military historian Samuel Mitcham argues in his
provocative new book, It Wasn’t About Slavery, no political party advocated
freeing the slaves in the presidential election of 1860. The Republican Party
platform opposed the expansion of slavery to the western states, but it did not
embrace abolition. The real cause of the war was a dispute over money and selfdetermination. Before the Civil War, the South financed most of the federal
government—because the federal government was funded by tariffs, which were
paid disproportionately by the agricultural South that imported manufactured
goods. Yet, most federal government spending and subsidies benefited the North.
The South wanted a more limited federal government and lower tariffs—the
ideals of Thomas Jefferson—and when the South could not get that, it opted
for independence. Lincoln was unprepared when the Southern states seceded, and
force was the only way to bring them—and their tariff money—back. That was
the real cause of the war. A well-documented and compelling read by a master
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historian, It Wasn’t About Slavery will change the way you think about
Abraham Lincoln, the Emancipation Proclamation, and the cause and legacy of
America’s momentous Civil War.
A Companion to Hegel Stephen Houlgate 2011-03-08 This companion provides
original, scholarly, and cutting-edge essays that cover the whole range of
Hegel’s mature thought and his lasting influence. A comprehensive guide to one of
the most important modern philosophers Essays are written in an accessible
manner and draw on the most up-to-date Hegel research Contributions are drawn
from across the world and from a wide variety of philosophical approaches and
traditions Examines Hegel’s influence on a range of thinkers, from Kierkegaard and
Marx to Heidegger, Adorno and Derrida Begins with a chronology of Hegel’s life
and work and is then split into sections covering topics such as Philosophy of
Nature, Aesthetics, and Philosophy of Religion
Adapted City
Semantics, Culture, and Cognition Anna Wierzbicka 1992 To what extent are
languages 'essentially the same'? Is every word in our language translatable
into every other language or are some of our words and concepts 'culture
specific'? In this innovative study, Wierzbicka ranges across a wide variety of
languages and cultures, attempting to identify concepts which are truly
universal, while at the same time arguing that every language constitutes a
different 'guide to reality'. The lexicons of different languages, she shows, do
indeed suggest different conceptual universes. Not everything that can be said in
one language can be said in another, and this is not just a matter of certain
things being easier to say in one language than in another. In the development of
her argument, Wierzbicka focuses on the words for emotion, moral concepts,
names, and titles.
Radical Reform Tariq Ramadan 2009-02-05 Tariq Ramadan has emerged as one
of the foremost voices of reformist Islam in the West, notable for urging his
fellow Muslims to participate fully in the civil life of the Western societies in
which they live. In this new book, he tackles head-on the main roadblock to such
participation - namely, the rulings of Islamic jurists that make Islam seem
incompatible with modern, scientifically and technologically advanced,
democratic societies. Ramadan argues that it is crucial to find solutions that
will enable Western Muslims to remain faithful to Islamic ethics while fully
living within their societies and their time. He notes that Muslim scholars often
refer to the notion of ijtihad (critical and renewed reading of the foundational
texts) as the only way for Muslims to take up these modern challenges. But
Ramadan argues that, in practice, such readings have reached the limits of their
ability to serve the faithful in the West as well as the East. In this book, he
sets forwarda radical new concept of ijtihad, which puts context - including the
4/7

Downloaded from peterburg.ino-shkola.ru on July 5, 2022 by
guest

knowledge derived from the hard and human sciences, cultures and their
geographic and historical contingencies - on an equal footing with the scriptures
as a source of Islamic law. This global and comprehensive approach, he says,
seems to be the only way to go beyond the current limits and face up to the
crisis in contemporary Islamic thought: Muslims need a contemporary global and
applied ethics. Ramadan's radical proposal and the conclusions to which it leads
him are bound to provoke discussion and controversy. Muslims and non-Muslims
alike will have to contend with Ramadan's new idea of the very basis of Islam in
the modern world.
Berecche and the War Luigi Pirandello 2000 This represents the first time that
Pirandello's Berecche and the War has been translated into the English Language.
Pirandello's historical novella, set in the months preceding Italy's entry into the
First World War, is amongst much else a highly individual contribution to war
literature and historical fiction. As he charts the crisis of those times as it
affects the carefully constructed identity of his protagonist, he embarks on a
radical questioning of nineteenth-century notions of order, method and discipline.
Further, his dialogue with historical narrative leads him to explore and expose
the fiction inherent in representing historical reality, and the fictions by which we
all live.
Religious Violence Between Christians and Jews A. Abulafia 2001-12-03
Exploring deep into the history of the conflict between Christians and Jews from
medieval to modern times, this wide-ranging volume - which includes newly
uncovered material from the recently opened post-Soviet archives - seeks to
bring positive understanding to controversial issues of inter-faith
confrontation. Here, a number of eminent scholars from around the globe, come
together to discuss openly and objectively the dynamics of Jewish creative
response in the face of violence. Through the analysis of the histories of both the
Christian and Jewish religious traditions, we are brought to an understanding of
their relationship as a modern day phenomenon.
Handbook of Refractory Compounds Gregory Samsonov 1980-08 Scientific and
technical progress in our country depends largely on supplying im portant
sections of the national economy with modern materials. This may be done by
improving traditional materials, as well as by developing new ones that may be
used under severe temperature, stress, and velocity conditions and that have
com binations of certain physical and chemical properties. Refractory, superhard,
corrosion-resistant, semiconductor, dielectric, and other materials are thus
being created that will permit the development of new, highly effective tool
materials, the implementation of technological processes in plasmas, and the
solution of some materials-related aerospace and nuclear power problems.
Refractory compounds play a vital role in the development of new materials and
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in the improvement of traditional materials. But information available on the
properties of refractory compounds needed by scientists and engineers engaged in
producing new materials for industry and technology has not yet been properly
systematized. A first attempt in 1963 at such systematization (the first edition
of this book) played some part in expanding the development and use of
refractory compounds, but the information has now become seriously outdated,
especially since in the last decade the study of refractory compounds in the
USSR and abroad has grown very rapidly. In 1964 the handbook was, with
certain additions, translated and published in the USA, but that publication was
not readily available to the Soviet reader.
Learning Analytics Johann Ari Larusson 2014-07-04 In education today,
technology alone doesn't always lead to immediate success for students or
institutions. In order to gauge the efficacy of educational technology, we need
ways to measure the efficacy of educational practices in their own right.
Through a better understanding of how learning takes place, we may work
toward establishing best practices for students, educators, and institutions.
These goals can be accomplished with learning analytics. Learning Analytics:
From Research to Practice updates this emerging field with the latest in theories,
findings, strategies, and tools from across education and technological
disciplines. Guiding readers through preparation, design, and examples of
implementation, this pioneering reference clarifies LA methods as not mere data
collection but sophisticated, systems-based analysis with practical
applicability inside the classroom and in the larger world. Case studies
illustrate applications of LA throughout academic settings (e.g., intervention,
advisement, technology design), and their resulting impact on pedagogy and
learning. The goal is to bring greater efficiency and deeper engagement to
individual students, learning communities, and educators, as chapters show
diverse uses of learning analytics to: Enhance student and faculty performance.
Improve student understanding of course material. Assess and attend to the
needs of struggling learners. Improve accuracy in grading. Allow instructors to
assess and develop their own strengths. Encourage more efficient use of
resources at the institutional level. Researchers and practitioners in
educational technology, IT, and the learning sciences will hail the information in
Learning Analytics: From Research to Practice as a springboard to new levels of
student, instructor, and institutional success.
Reference and Information Services Kay Ann Cassell 2019-01-04 Designed to
complement every introductory library reference course, this is the perfect text
for students and librarians looking to expand their personal reference knowledge,
teaching failsafe methods for identifying important materials by matching specific
types of questions to the best available sources, regardless of format. Guided
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by a national advisory board of educators and practitioners, this thoroughly
updated text expertly keeps up with new technologies and practices while
remaining grounded in the basics of reference work. Chapters on fundamental
concepts, major reference sources, and special topics provide a solid foundation;
the text also offers fresh insight on core issues, including ethics, readers'
advisory, information literacy, and other key aspects of reference
librarianship;selecting and evaluating reference materials, with strategies for
keeping up to date;assessing and improving reference services;guidance on
conducting reference interviews with a range of different library users, including
children and young adults;a new discussion of reference as
programming;important special reference topics such as Google search, 24/7
reference, and virtual reference; anddelivering reference services across multiple
platforms As librarians experience a changing climate for all information
services professionals, in this book Cassell and Hiremath provide the tools
needed to manage the ebb and flow of changing reference services in today's
libraries.
Analyzing Grammar Paul R. Kroeger 2005-05-05 Analyzing Grammar is a clear
introductory textbook on grammatical analysis, designed for students beginning
to study the discipline. Covering both syntax (the structure of phrases and
sentences) and morphology (the structure of words), it equips them with the
tools and methods needed to analyze grammatical patterns in any language.
Students are shown how to use standard notational devices such as phrase
structure trees and word-formation rules, as well as prose descriptions.
Emphasis is placed on comparing the different grammatical systems of the world's
languages, and students are encouraged to practice the analyses through a
diverse range of problem sets and exercises. Topics covered include word order,
constituency, case, agreement, tense, gender, pronoun systems, inflection,
derivation, argument structure and grammatical relations, and a useful
glossary provides a clear explanation of each term. Accessibly written and
comprehensive, Analyzing Grammar is set to become a key text for all courses in
grammatical analysis.
Sir Tristrem Thomas (the Rhymer) 1811
East is a Big Bird Thomas GLADWIN 2009-06-30 Puluwat Atoll in Micronesia,
with a population of only a few hundred proud seafaring people, can fulfill
anyone's romantic daydream of the South Seas. Thomas Gladwin has written a
beautiful and perceptive book which describes the complex navigational systems
of the Puluwat natives, yet has done so principally to provide new insights into
the effects of poverty in Western cultures.The cognitive system which enables
the Puluwatans to sail their canoes without instruments over trackless
expanses of the Pacific Ocean is sophisticated and complex, yet the Puluwat
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native would score low on a standardized intelligence test. The author relates
this discrepancy between performance and measured abilities to the educational
problems of disadvantaged children. He presents his arguments simply and clearly,
with sensitive and detailed descriptions and many excellent illustrations. His
book will appeal to anthropologists, psychologists, and sailing enthusiasts
alike.
Patterns In The Mind Ray S Jackendoff 2008-08-04 What is it about the human
mind that accounts for the fact that we can speak and understand a language?
Why can't other creatures do the same? And what does this tell us about the
rest of human abilities? Recent dramatic discoveries in linguistics and psychology
provide intriguing answers to these age-old mysteries. In this fascinating book,
Ray Jackendoff emphasizes the grammatical commonalities across languages, both
spoken and signed, and discusses the implications for our understanding of
language acquisition and loss.
Systematic Lexicography I︠U︡ri Derenikovich Apresi︠a︡n 2000 Juri Apresjan unites
theoretical linguistics and lexicography to produce a series of dazzling insights
into lexical analysis which will be of equal interest to lexicologists,
lexicographers, and those concerned with semantic and lexical theory.
Strength of Hard Alloys Gersh Semkhovich Kre mer 1968
A People Born to Slavery" Marshall T. Poe 2002-01-01 Many Americans and
Europeans have for centuries viewed Russia as a despotic country in which people
are inclined to accept suffering and oppression. What are the origins of this
stereotype of Russia as a society fundamentally apart from nations in the
West, and how accurate is it? In the first book devoted to answering these
questions, Marshall T. Poe traces the roots of today's perception of Russia
and its people to the eyewitness descriptions of sixteenth- and seventeenthcentury European travelers. His fascinating account—the most complete review
of early modern European writings about Russia ever undertaken—explores how
the image of "Russian tyranny" took hold in the popular imagination and
eventually became the basis for the notion of "Oriental Despotism" first set
forth by Montesquieu. Poe, the preeminent scholar of these valuable primary
sources, carefully assesses their reliability. He argues convincingly that
although the foreigners exaggerated the degree of Russian "slavery," they
accurately described their encounters and correctly concluded that the
political culture of Muscovite autocracy was unlike that of European kingship.
With his findings, Poe challenges the notion that all Europeans projected their
own fantasies onto Russia. Instead, his evidence suggests that many early
travelers produced, in essence, reliable ethnographies, not works of exotic
"Orientalism."
Traduzioni dall'italiano Francesco Petrarca 1836
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